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Have a question? 

Visit the wellcare®  Hotline at 888-395-1033  888-395-1033 FREE 
 

 
Uranium: 
What  you need to 
know 

What is it? 
Naturally occurring substances are frequently 
found in groundwater—including uranium, a 
heavy metal. It exists in almost all rocks and 
soils.  
  
A 2009 U.S. Geological Survey study of 
groundwater used by residential wells showed 
the highest concentrations occur most often in 
Western basin-fill aquifers and in crystalline-

Installation, operation, and maintenance costs for point-of-
use systems are less than for for systems treating all the water 
entering the house.  

Well financing video 

Often costs discourage homeowners from addressing the need 
of a new well or major well system renovations that could 
improve and protect their water quality.  A new video is available 
that simply explains financing options  that can best fit a well 
owner's financial situation. 
 
The video, from the National Ground Water Association, covers 
options including:  

 Contractor-offered financing 
 Credit cards 
 Mortgage options 
 Home equity improvement loans 
 Lines of credit 
 Government long-term, low-interest loans. 

View the video by using this 
link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQK9UvHnriQ&feature-
youtu.be .  

Learn more about well financing at www.WellOwner.org.  

To view this email as a web page, go here 
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rock aquifers in the Rocky Mountains and the 
Northeast. Geochemical conditions can affect 
the degree to which naturally occurring 
uranium enters groundwater. 
 
Uranium presence also can result from human 
actions such as uranium mining and milling, 
and use in some phosphate fertilizers. 
 
 When is it dangerous?  
The U.S. EPA's Maximum Contaminant Level 
for uranium is 30 micrograms per liter (30 parts 
per billion). However, uranium may be 
accompanied by other radioactive 
contaminants, including radon: a gas produced 
by the decay of radium—a decay byproduct of 
uranium. Ask a certified drinking water testing 
lab about appropriate tests for your area to 
accurately measure risks related to uranium—
alone or in combination with other radioactive 
elements.  

What are the health risks? 
Little information is available on the chronic 
human health effects of exposure to 
environmental uranium. Very high levels may 
cause acute kidney failure and death. Lesser 
exposure can increase the risk of cancer, liver 
damage, and internal irradiation. 

Treatment options 
Reverse osmosis (RO) usually is installed at 
the point of use of the water, such as the 
kitchen sink. It can remove up to 90 percent of 
uranium. Such RO units typically discharge 
three gallons of water for every one gallon of 
treated water.  

Ion exchange usually is installed where the 
water enters the house, thus treating all the 
water in the house--not just that used for 
consumption.  

Distillation involves evaporating water and 
condensing the vapor, requiring significant heat 
energy and cooling capacity. It generally is 
installed at the point of water use.  

  

   
  

Disaster response 

In the event of an emergency or natural disaster that threatens 
private well drinking water supplies, a new interactive map allows 
well owners to access agencies within their states that can help.  
 
Bookmark the map, developed by the Water Systems Council, 
using this link: https://www.watersystemscouncil.org/emergency-
agencies/. 

  

 

The Private Well Class is offering a free, 90-minute webinar titled 
Is My Water Safe to Drink: Common Questions about Private 
Wells, on May 11 at 1 p.m. and again at 8 p.m. 
 
The webinar will provide answers to common questions, such 
as:  

 How do I get my well water tested? 
 What do I need to do to take care of my well? 
 Is my well susceptible to contamination? 

Learn more and register at http://privatewellclass.org/safe. 
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National Ground Water Association 
601 Dempsey Road  

Westerville, OH 43081  
800 551.7379 | 614 898.7791       

www.NGWA.org 
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